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ÅToll-free number 1-888-790-3521

ÅParticipant passcode: 2555685

ÅDial *1 for the Operator

Questions?
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Jewel Jordan,
Public Affairs Specialist, 
Public Information Office,
U.S. Census Bureau
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Sharon Tosi Lacey
Chief Historian, 
U.S. Census Bureau
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Subject Expert, National 
Archivesand Records 
Administration
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Population Division, 
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ÅHistoric census records are maintained and released by the National Archives 
and Records Administration, not the U.S. Census Bureau

ÅIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
census documents may contain outdated terminology or views which reflect 
ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΩ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ 
and may be considered inappropriate or offensive today

Disclaimer
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ÅPost World War II

ÅPopulation growth

ÅBuilding boom

ÅAmericans living abroad

ÅResearch and methodology changes

ÅTechnological advances

1950: Context
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1940

Å50 possible questions

Å5% sampling

Å25 final reports

ÅCensus of Manufacturing, 
Minerals, and Industry 
conducted in same 
year

Å147,000 Enumeration 
Districts

1940vs1950Censuses

1950

Å38 possible questions

Å20% & 3.5% sampling

Å47 final reports

ÅCensus of Manufacturing, 
Minerals, and Industry moved 
ǘƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ άоέ ŀƴŘ άуέ

Å230,000 Enumeration Districts
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1950: The Questions
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ÅStandard Metropolitan Areas (SMA)

ÅOverseas/vessel crew enumerations

ÅCounting of college students

ÅHard to count populations

ÅUNIVAC I

ÅExperimentation

ÅPost-Enumeration Survey

1950: Innovations and Changes


